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later that the girl is* caught and forbidden to pass
the threshold, while the hoy goes free*
It has been said that there are no children in
India; they are either infants or they are grown-
up men and women as far as their minds are
concerned. The entire absence of reserve in the
conversations carried on before them by their
elders informs them of many things that are
scrupulously kept from the ears of a British child.
This precocious knowledge does not cloud their
young minds* It may destroy their innocence
to a certain degree* but youth remains with its
spontaneous joyousness; and there is no prettier
sight in the East than the round-faced mite of six
or seven years old with her soft shy eyes and
delicate skin.
Like the children of other countries, the little
ones have their games, Those who have read
BeMnd the 8uiigttfow% by E* ii. A.f will remember
the pathetic story of the butler's little son wito
played his solemn games in the dust and made
marvellous feasts for imaginary guests* Whether
it is the effect of the hot climate or of constitu-
tional inertia, the inheritance of a lethargic nation,
the Indian child inclines to less boisterous play
than the children of colder countries An English